
 

  
 

Teen Pregnancy and School Success  

 

The Facts 
 

• By the 12th grade, 60% of           
adolescents report having had sexual 
intercourse1, and 1 in 5 adolescents 
report having had sex by age 15.2 

 
• 1 in 5 teen girls in Georgia becomes 

pregnant at least once before age 20 
— that’s over 21,000 pregnancies a 
year.3  

 
• Georgia has the 8th highest teen 

birth rate in the nation and the 3rd 
highest repeat teen birth rate.  Our 
state also has the 4th highest       
percentage of high school dropouts.4  

 
 
• The teen pregnancy rate in Georgia 

is 67 pregnancies per 1,000 girls. 
The rate is 157 for Latinas, 83 for 
African Americans, and 44 for 
Whites.5 

 
• 70% of young mothers drop out of 

high school, making early       
motherhood the number one reason 
for dropping out among females.6  

 
• In Georgia, nearly 30% of teen 

pregnancies are repeat             
pregnancies.7    

 

 
 
•  Children born to teen mothers  
        experience more trouble in school     
        than those born to older parents.8 
 
• Teen fathers complete about one 

less semester of school than men 
who delay fatherhood until at 
least age 21, and the missed     
semester is often the crucial one 
that determines whether they earn 
a high school diploma. Teen    
fathers are also more likely to 
face economic challenges, less 
stable   marriage patterns, and 
employment challenges.9 

What is the Connection? 
Teen Pregnancy is the Number One Reason for School Drop Out among Girls and Educational Failure is a Key Predictor of Teen Pregnancy  

  

What Can Parents and School Officials Do? 
  

Be Someone to Talk to  
Teens need safe places to talk and people 
who can listen without judgment. Both 
male and female students who can      
identify at least one trusted adult at school 
are more likely to delay sexual            
involvement and use contraception if they 
do become sexually active.10 

 
Encourage Pregnant and  
Parenting Teens to Stay in 
School 
Keeping pregnant and parenting teens in 
school is important because it increases 
the academic achievement of the young 
mother, reduces repeat pregnancy, and 
contributes to the health of the baby.11 
Georgia state law specifically outlines the 
rights of pregnant or parenting students to 
remain at the school in which they are 
enrolled. The law also allows schools to 
create alternative programs beyond     
regular school hours for students who are 
pregnant or parenting.12 

 

Advocate for Effective      
Sexuality Education  
Youth that receive education on sexuality  

and pregnancy prevention as part of a 
skills-based comprehensive health        
education curriculum are significantly 
more likely to delay sexual debut and use 
contraceptives when sexually active.13 
Both state law and the State Board of    
Education leave discretion to local school 
boards regarding age-appropriate          
curriculum decisions for each grade.14,15 

All local school systems can and should 
choose to include comprehensive sexual 
education topics such as abstinence and 
contraception methods.  
 
Promote School-Based and 
School-Linked Health Care 
Services 
Having access to general health care     
services in schools can reduce teen risk-
taking behavior. School administrators can 
join forces with public health and social 
service officials to facilitate access to   
affordable healthcare for all students.16  
 
Encourage School/Business 
Partnerships 
Teens who have high hopes for their future 
are less likely to become involved  
in a teen pregnancy.17 Schools can form  

relationships with local businesses to 
make the connection between academics 
and future employment real for students. 
Internships and part-time work          
opportunities are some examples. 
 
Support Service Learning 
Opportunities 
Studies have shown that community 
service learning programs increase skills, 
develop opportunities for the future and 
reduce the likelihood that youth will 
participate in risky behaviors such as 
unprotected sexual activity, drug and         
alcohol use and crime.18 

 

Conduct a Survey of Youth 
Risk Behavior 
Assessing the health risk behaviors of 
high school students over time will allow 
measurement of important trends and 
help in designing effective prevention 
programs. One example is the Youth 
Risk Behavior Surveillance  
System, created  
by the Centers  
for Disease  
Control and  
Prevention.19 
 



How G-CAPP Can Support Your Efforts 
  

• Providing data, information,       
research and  resources on teen 
pregnancy in Georgia and effective 
programs and methods for          
preventing teen pregnancy in a 
school setting. 

 
• Helping to inform and educate      

parents, the community and 
school officials about the effects 
of teen pregnancy and the need 
for effective programs. 

Resources 
 
The Georgia Campaign for Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention   404-524-2277   www,gcapp.org 
 
Advocates For Youth             www.advocatesforyouth.org  
 
The National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy             www.teenpregnancy.org  
 
National School Boards Association                      www.nsba.org 
 
National Association of State Boards of Education                  www.nasbe.org 
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